
I’d like to describe a 
“feel-good” moment I 
recently experienced:  
On a Saturday 
morning, I, along 
with my family and a 
number of other FH 
Martin staff members 
and their families, 
volunteered at Gleaners Community 
Food Bank. We sorted and re-packed 
donated food items to be sent out to 
homeless shelters, soup kitchens, 
and other places that feed the hungry 
people in our community. Offering 
this little bit of my time to help others 
felt good, and thinking about the 
positive values we were instilling in 
our children added to that positive 
feeling. Working alongside other 
FH Martin team members and their 
families really topped it off!

As we worked, we chatted and 
listened to the radio. Between songs, 
I heard something about the new 
Home Depot in Allen Park - a project 
we just completed. As I listened 
closer, I realized the radio station was 
broadcasting from that store as part 
of their grand opening celebration.  

I will admit a feeling of pride came 
over me. Proud as a dad, that my 
kids were working away happily.  
Proud of my FH Martin co-workers, 
for spending a Saturday morning 
helping others, when I am sure they 
all had plenty of other things to do. 
And, proud that “our store” was 
opening, and the whole world (okay, 
just those with their radios tuned to 
that station) was hearing about it!

I’ve since had the chance to reflect 
on that moment, and I still have good 
feelings. In addition to the pride I 
felt then, I have thought about how 
we really do make a difference, and 
how the little things (a morning’s 
worth of work) become the big things. 
How the big things (like building a 
giant retail store) become part of the 
backdrop on which we build the rest 
of our lives. And, about how fortunate 
I am to be thinking about these 
things, and not where my next meal 
will come from! Life is good!
                  Andy Martin

FH Martin Helps Retail Customers 
Get the Cash Registers Ringing
The Home Depot. The Kroger Company. Rite Aid. Whole Foods Market. These are just a few of the 
retail customers with whom FH Martin has established long-term relationships. Recently, we have been 
fortunate to add Menards and Best Buy to our long list of retail clients, and we are looking forward to 
working with these companies for years to come.

Retail construction is challenging, and FH Martin has successfully risen to the challenge and 
consistently delivered countless high-quality facilities for a wide range of retail clients throughout the 
Midwest. Our ability to meet the demanding schedules and strict requirements of national retail clients 
has kept them coming back to us. In short, we know how to overcome any challenges and “get the 
cash registers ringing.”

Meeting extremely tight schedules is one key to our success in retail construction, but there are others. 
For example, there is a great deal of pressure to control costs in this type of work. We must continually 
look for ways to make our projects as smooth running and efficient as possible, in order to keep costs 
down even in the face of increases in material and labor costs.   

While schedule and dollars are important, we feel being a successful General Contractor or 
Construction Manager in the retail market is not just about these things. It’s also about experience. It’s 
about the ability to look at the big picture and provide guidance and value to the client in the planning 
phase of the project. It’s understanding our clients’ business - what’s really important to them and why.  
And it’s about delivering high-quality buildings - on time - that live up to our clients’ high standards. We 
are proud of our ability to do these things time and again.

FH Martin’s retail experience is wide ranging.  We have completed many new “ground up” projects 
including full development of large and complex sites.  We also have a great deal of experience in 
renovation and expansion of existing retail buildings, often completed while the store is in operation. 
The projects also range from fast-paced “big-box” store construction to smaller, more intricate projects. 
Below is a sampling of some of our current and recent retail work.

Plum Market
FH Martin completed construction of the first Plum Market - a 
specialty grocery store committed to sourcing the highest quality 
organic, local, natural and specialty products available - in 
Bloomfield Township in February of 2007. The 21,000 SF store is 
designed to have an open market feel. The farmers market features 

two glass-paned overhead doors that 
can be opened wide to allow direct 
access to the store from the outside 
sidewalk. The entire sales floor is 
exposed aggregate polished concrete, 
and there are 30 skylights installed in 
the roof to bring in natural light.

The store was built within an existing 
building, in a space formerly occupied by another grocery retailer. The 
entire interior was demolished and removed to a bare shell, including the 
concrete floors, all mechanical and electrical systems and all 

President’s Letter

Victor Saroki & Associates is the proj-
ect architect for Plum Market.
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FH Martin is Excited About the 
Following New Projects
Menards - Lancaster & Toledo, OH & Clio, MI
New construction of three 220,000 SF home 
improvement stores for Menards Inc.

North Oakland Medical Center - Pontiac, MI
Renovation of the Boardroom Suite within 
this healthcare facility’s Administration 
Department.

Roseville Retail - Roseville, MI
New construction of a 15,000 SF multi-tenant 
retail building, which will be attached to an 
existing JCPenney store.

Best Buy - Detroit Area Store
Construction Management for a new store in 
the metro Detroit area.

Chase Elementary - Toledo, OH
New construction of a 49,000 SF elementary 
school in the Toledo Public School District, 
one of six that FH Martin is building within the 
district.

Chase Bank - Macomb Township, MI
New construction of a 4,000 SF bank facility 
for JP Morgan Chase & Co.

Mill River Marketplace - RetailWorks - 
Macomb Township, MI
Construction Management services for a new 
11,440 SF multi-tenant retail facility. 

Livingston Elementary - Columbus, OH
New construction of a 46,000 SF elementary 
school in the Columbus City School 
District.

Sinai Berry Surgical Center - Detroit 
Medical Center - Farmington Hills, MI
Interior renovation of 4,300 SF of space for a 
medical facility.
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finishes. The project also included a small building 
addition in the rear of the store, replacement of the 
storefront and extensive plumbing, refrigeration and 
electrical systems to support food preparation and 
merchandising. 

FH Martin is currently constructing the second Plum 
Market in Ann Arbor. The 35,000 SF store is located 
in the former Maple Village Shopping Center, and will 
be completed in early 2008.

Retail Centers
FH Martin has built a number of “small shop” 
multi-tenant retail centers over the past several 
years, and is currently working on several others 

in Southeast Michigan. We have established a relationship with RetailWorks, a developer with 
a national presence, for whom we are the Construction Manager for two retail centers: Mill 
River Marketplace, an 11,440 SF retail center located on M-59 in Macomb Township; and The 
Crossings at Auburn, a 14,279 SF retail center 
located on Joslyn Road in Auburn Hills. 

FH Martin will soon begin construction for Vornado 
Realty on a project called Roseville Retail, a 15,000 
SF retail center to be constructed adjacent to an 
existing JCPenney store.  We have also recently 
completed Southfield Retail, a new 9,000 SF retail 
center for MJM Group LLC, a client for whom we 
have built several retail centers, including Gratiot 
Retail and Davison Retail.

The Home Depot
FH Martin has served as the constructor for The 
Home Depot on 21 projects and counting. From new 
construction to major renovation projects, we have 
worked on Home Depot stores in Michigan, Indiana, 
Ohio and Illinois, and are currently close to completion 
of a new store in South Elgin, Illinois. In the past year, we also have built Home Depot stores in 
Allen Park, Michigan; Shorewood, Illinois; Cleveland and Lorain, Ohio; and Carmel, Indiana.

Menards Inc.
FH Martin is proud to have recently added this prominent retailer to our list of customers. We 
started construction of our first 220,000 SF Menards store in Lancaster, Ohio, in June, and were 
recently awarded construction of stores in Clio, Michigan, and Toledo, Ohio. We are looking 
forward to adding more and more Menards stores to that list throughout the next several years, as 
we work very hard to turn this new client into a long-term customer.

For more information about FH Martin’s work in the retail market, call us, or visit our web site at 
fhmartin.com.

National Shrine of the Little Flower 
Expansion Project Complete 
In August, FH Martin completed construction of a 6,900 SF addition to the historic National 
Shrine of the Little Flower Catholic Church in Royal Oak, Michigan. National Shrine of 
the Little Flower is a landmark for travelers along Woodward Avenue, and it is one of only 
five Catholic churches in the United States to be declared a “National Shrine,” a distinction it 
received in 1998.

This project was the first major renovation of the church since it was originally 
built in 1936. The addition connects the existing 21,600 SF main church building, 
a 1,000 SF Adoration Chapel and a 7,700 SF rectory office building. The new 
building houses a social gathering area, a gift shop, conference rooms and a 
new St. Vincent DePaul room.

The decor matches that of the original church, 
and consists of ornate finishes of colored 
plaster, high-coved ceilings, maple and walnut, 
tile floors and stained glass windows. A 3,700 
SF garden courtyard, complete with fountain, 
bluestone pavers and granite stone landscape 
designs, sits in the center of the buildings.

Said Rev. Msgr. William H. Easton, Pastor/Rector, Na-
tional Shrine of the Little Flower, “This project was truly 
monumental in scope. Adding to a 70-plus year-old architec-
tural masterpiece in a manner that complements the original 
art deco style is a daunting task in and of itself. Working in tightly confined areas with numer-
ous unknown obstacles and peculiarities complicates the project considerably. The profes-
sional expertise of FH Martin Constructors, their attention to detail and their responsiveness 
to concerns and questions made them a valued and trusted partner in this entire project.”

Congratulations National Shrine of the Little Flower on the completion of your new building!

Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union broke ground on a new branch location in Plymouth Town-
ship on Wednesday, July 25. The project team for the new building includes FH Martin Constructors of 
Warren; Plante & Moran CRESA of Southfield; Nudell Architects of Farmington Hills; and Nowak and 
Fraus Engineers of Pontiac.

Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union, which was founded in 1953 as St. Michael Livonia Federal 
Credit Union, strives to give its members the best possible value for their money, and embodies the 
credit union philosophy of “people helping people.”

“We are honored to have been selected to provide Design-Build services for this project,” said FH Martin 
President R. Andrew Martin, Jr. “The new 4,500 SF building will serve as the third branch location for 
Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union, whose main office is located in Livonia, with another branch located in Redford Township.”

FH Martin has been building financial facilities for decades. Other clients in this market include JP Morgan Chase & Co., Charter One Bank, 
Citizens Bank, Wy-South Federal Credit Union and Public Service Credit Union.

Congratulations to Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union employees and members on your continued growth!

P R O J E C T  F E A T U R E S

Catholic Parishes Federal Credit 
Union Breaks Ground on New Facility

Robert Mar-
tin, Sr. - other-
wise known as 
Andy Martin’s 
father and FH 
Martin’s sec-
ond generation 
President - will 
be honored 
with a Dis-
tinguished 

Contructor Award this fall. 
The Distinguished Construc-
tor Award was established 
by Ferris State University to 
formally recognize the significant 
achievements made by individu-
als to the Michigan construc-
tion industry. A Distinguished 
Constructor is someone who 
has left a significant mark on 
the industry and community be-
cause of consistent service and 
achievement. 

Mr. Martin was nominated for 
the award by Michael Smith, 
Executive Vice President of 
AGC of Michigan, and he was 
selected in early May. He was 
nominated for a number of 
reasons, including his extensive 
involvement with AGC through-
out his career; his leadership in 
the area of contract documents; 
and his continued involvement in 
the industry as an arbitrator on 
construction-related disputes.

Mr. Martin will receive formal 
recognition at an awards ban-
quet at Ferris State University 
in October. In addition, he will 
be recognized as part of the 
Michigan Construction Hall of 
Fame, which serves as a per-
manent place for students, staff 
and visitors to appreciate the 
achievements of leaders in the 
Michigan construction industry. 
The Hall of Fame is housed in 
the Granger Center for Construc-
tion and HVACR at Ferris State 
University.

Congratulations, Mr. Martin, 
on this well-deserved honor, 
and thank you for all you have 
done for FH Martin and the 
construction industry!

G r o u n b r e a k i n g
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FH Martin has built several retail centers for 
MJM Group LLC, including Gratiot Retail, 
pictured above.

Contact FH Martin
FH Martin Constructors has been a strong and stable force in the construction industry since 1919. 

With an unwavering commitment to the principals of Integrity, Experience and Results, 
FH Martin has built a solid reputation while building the facilities needed for a changing world. 

For more information about our projects or capabilities, please contact us at:

28740 Mound Road, Warren, MI 48092
586.558.2100 voice    586.558.2921 fax

info@fhmartin.com
www.fhmartin.com

Retail Clients, continued from page 1FH Martin partnered with Integrated Design 
Solutions of Troy to complete the expansion 
project at this historic church.

This Cleveland Home Depot store is one 
of 21 that FH Martin has built or renovated 
over the past several years.

Retired FHM 
President 
Honored

FH Martin President Andy Martin and 
credit union CEO Pete Bagazinski at the 
groundbreaking.
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